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While he was on the coast, Kidd was chased
by two Portuguese armed vessels, a grab and a
sloop. The grab was a poor sailer, and Kidd had
no difficulty in eluding it; but the sloop, a better
sailer, allowed itself to be drawn on in chase, till
Kidd, shortening sail, was able to give it several
broadsides, which reduced it to a total wreck; after
which he showed a clean pair of heels. At Kidd's
trial it was stated he had ten men wounded in this
business.

In April (1698) the Sedgwick, arriving at Fort
St. David, reported that on its way from Anjengo
it had been chased for three days and nights by
Kidd, but had been saved by a stiff breeze
springing up. On its return voyage the Sedgioick
was less fortunate, being captured off Cape
Comorin by Chivers, a Dutchman, in the Soldado,
otherwise known as the Algerine, of two hundred
and fifty tons and carrying twenty-eight guns.
The cargo of the Sedgwick not being to Chivers'
liking, and being put into good humour with
sundry bowls of punch, he let the Sedgwick go,
taking out of her only sails and cordage.

The year 1698 saw the Company's trade
almost extinguished owing to the depredations
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